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HOLY WEEK COMING ð SO WHAT? 

 
It wonõt be long now before we will be moving into the Easter Season.  Can you believe that Holy Week 
is almost upon us, with Palm Sunday set for April 5?  Then in rapid succession will come Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter ð all of these observances meant to draw us closer to our Savior and 
to strengthen our walk in His footsteps!  Stronger faith and greater resolve, these are to be the conse-
quence for us of an increased presence  in His Fatherõs house, so donõt miss these opportunities to join 
your spiritual brothers and sisters in worship and praise as we retrace the final days of Christõs life.  But 
there is another aspect to all these special services ð and that ties in with our congregationõs revitalization 
efforts ð because this is an excellent time of the year to invite a friend or neighbor to accompany you to 
one or more of these worship times or perhaps to the òJourney to the Crossó activity scheduled for the 
Saturday prior to Palm Sunday. 
 
Why do any of this?  The answer lies in Jesusõ desire for a strong and healthy Church.  The strength of a 
congregation does not lie in external things, such as numbers or buildings or financial security.  Its health 
does not rest upon programs or organizations.  Rather, its strength and health derive from fidelity and 
devotion to Christ and from commitment to the task of ministry and witness which the Great Commis-
sion has set before us.  Yet at times it seems that for some Christians loyalty to things outside the 
Church is stronger than faithfulness to Jesus Christ.  Can you imagine devotion to Bible Study as strong 
as for sports?  Can you imagine a commitment to outreach on a par with favorite television programs?  
The point is this:  we set priorities and òmake timeó for that which is important to us!  What about our 
faith and the things of faith? 
 
 Without a doubt all of us at times express our faith and commitment to our Lord more strongly 
than at other times.  But Scripture reminds us that Christianity is a full-time endeavor, not a part-time 
project.  Devotion to Jesus requires from us the same total commitment that we will see in our Saviorõs 
Holy Week experiences.  With the arrival of Palm Sunday we have the opportunity as did the disciples of 
old to grow during this eight-day period through Word and Sacrament.  As Christ walked among them, 
so He constantly seeks to come to us in bread and wine and to open our eyes as He did theirs through 
the truths of His Word . . . if only we will allow Him those opportunities by coming together in these 
coming days.  Therefore, let us rededicate ourselves to being a strong and vibrant congregation, one 
fiercely loyal and totally devoted to every aspect and challenge of the Christian task! 
 

 
Pastor Hildebrandt 

Our Vision Statement 

We see ourselves as a loving, joy-filled family of believers gathered in celebration and praise around 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  As Bible-based Christians, we seek to share Godõs word of  

salvation and to live daily in His healing, hope and guidance.  We are committed to reaching out to the 

whole community, as we embrace and nurture new brothers and sisters with our 

Saviorõs own forgiveness and love. 
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