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WHERE ARE WE HEADED DURING OUR 
LENTEN JOURNEY? 

I realize that there arenõt as many clocks and watches being used anymore with 
hands that circle around a 12-point face, regularly returning to their starting point 
twice a day; but even digital time pieces come back to the same spot at least once a 
day.  Having said this, it occurs to me that it is relatively easy to arrive at the con-

clusion that everything in life repeats itself as it comes back around ð whether that happens twice a 
day, once in a year, or once every century or millennium.  With that viewpoint comes the accompa-
nying belief that whatever I didnõt do today, I will have time for tomorrow.  If there is always more 
time, then all I need do is circle back and take the appropriate action at some later date.  In other 
words, as the numbers on the clock circle back 12 or 24 hours from now or as this particular date 
comes up again in 2010, so do the opportunities Iõve missed today.  But as you and I know full well, 
this is not a conclusion based on fact ð it is rather an illusion.  (Just ask your spouse or child or 
friend if they wish to wait until some day in the future for you to tell them how much they mean to 
you!) 

In this regard, the ancient hourglass with its finite quantity of running sands is more realis-
tic and honest.  Life is really more like a long corridor with many doors waiting ahead.  Year by 
year, day by day, hour by hour, we open a new door with the next perhaps visible ahead.  However, 
the fact is that once weõve passed through each portal, it shuts behind us and there is no latch or 
knob on our side of the door by which we can re-open it.  There are only the people and circum-
stances of that present location available to us.  We can either continue forward or stay where we 
are é we can not go back!  Furthermore, as Christians we know for certain that one day the corri-
dor itself will come to an end. 

 
Lent is an excelLent time for us to consider these realities, as it is ushered in by those ashes 

that remind us, òwe are dust and to dust we will return.ó  But our own mortality does not need to 
be a source of anxiety for us when we recall that we are safe in the powerful, loving hands of the 
One who died to give us life.  All that lies behind me (all the mistakes Iõve made, all the wrong Iõve 
done, all the sins Iõve committed) no longer separate me from God, because of my Savior who al-
lowed Himself to be forsaken by God in my place.  Ultimately, what lies ahead of us is not really 
unknown, since òthe Pioneer and Perfecter of our faithó as Hebrews calls Him has gone this way 
ahead of us and even now walks beside us.  And when that last doorway is reached, our Lord will 
be there waiting with out-stretched arms and words of greeting. 

May our Lenten journey bring us peace and strength as we make our way together during 

these coming forty days!                                                        Pastor Hildebrandt 

Our Vision Statement 

We see ourselves as a loving, joy-filled family of believers gathered in celebration and praise around 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  As Bible-based Christians, we seek to share Godõs word of  

salvation and to live daily in His healing, hope and guidance.  We are committed to reaching out to the 

whole community, as we embrace and nurture new brothers and sisters with our 

Saviorõs own forgiveness and love. 
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Vicarôs Venue  
 
When I first got the e-mail reminder that ôthis is newsletter weekõ on Feb 18, I was immediately reminded of 
what it was that I would like to give up for Lent. Turns out that giving up Vicarõs Venue wasnõt an option ð so 
instead, I figured Iõd rant a little about what it really means to give something up for Lent. 
 
In Ancient times, fasting was a bigger deal ð where in some places all animal products were strictly forbidden 
and some abstained from food for an entire day, or took one meal after 3 oõclock throughout Lent. In the  
Roman Catholic Church today ð there is an official form of ôfastingõ that takes the form (in the US) of those 
older than 14 years of age abstaining from meat (excluding fish, amphibians, reptiles and shellfish ð thus ôFriday 
Fish Friesõ) on Fridays throughout the 40 days of Lent.  In the Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Catholic 
Churches ð abstinence from animal products altogether is commonly practiced (meaning vegetarian meals 
throughout the season.) Protestants like us have traditionally given up a favorite food (like chocolate) for Lent 
or a favorite activity (like going to the movies).  Some choose not to give something up ð but rather do some-
thing (devotional or charitable). 
 
Thereõs no scriptural reference that specifically prohibits the consumption of certain food or the abstinence of 
certain things during Lent ð but there is some guidance on fasting. In Luke 4, we learn that 40 days prior to His 
ministry, Jesus fasted as means of preparation for the task before him. Jesus wasnõt trying to lose weight or act 
piously, and it wasnõt that food was unavailable. He didnõt go around telling everyone ôIõm fastingõ or disfigure 
his face. He fasted as means of preparation. When Jesus was tempted by Satan to ôturn these stones into breadõ 
he certainly could have done just that ð but rather his response was ôMan does not live on bread alone.ó We fast 
as a means of recognizing the gifts we have been given, and who we are as people of God. Unlike many things we 
do as a church, fasting is a personal thing and should be done in conjunction with prayer. 
 
As we consider our ôdaily breadõ and all of the gifts that God has given us ð maybe giving up ôcaffeineõ or ôgoing 
to the moviesõ can help us realize and appreciate those freedoms ð and if thatõs the case, I encourage you to do 
it. Fasting is indeed a way to become closer to God - but remember two things: 
Donõt fast on Sunday. Luther calls these ôLittle Eastersõ and they should be days to rejoice in the freedoms 

God gives his people. 
Donõt go overboard. The minute your mind is more occupied with that missing item than the preparation of 
yourself for Him, youõve gone too far. Fasting does not happen to your physical detriment. 

 
Remember who you are and whoõs you are in this Lenten season as we await the coming celebration of Easter. 
 
Vicar George 
><> | Micah 6:8 
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Ready to serve Christ and His kingdom?  
Bolivia Mission Trip.  

Please get your $150 deposit to April Ebbinger by March 8th if you plan on attending.  

The trip is set for July 5th-14th.  

The entire cost will be approximately $1550.00, which includes airfare, baggage fees, ministry fees, and 

spending money. This is a great opportunity to serve, and please do not get anxious about the cost. I have 

several fundraisers planned for the congregation!  

Questions? Want to make your deposit?  Call April at 423-667-8515 or april@cocluth.com.  

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Andrene and Carl Reisenbuechler 

     Andrene and Carl come to us from Wisconsin.  Andrene said she and Carl were childhood neighbors, growing up in 

Milwaukee and later settling in Mt. Morris, WI.  Andrene has a strong Lutheran background, her dad was a Lutheran 

teacher.  Carl joined the church in marriage.  They have one son, Jim, who is the reason they are in Chattanooga.  They 

live next door to Jim and Sandi.  Andrene was a full time housewife and mom, and Carl was a civil engineer before retire-

ment.  They used to enjoy square dancing but have slowed down to quilting (they both join us every Tuesday), gardening, 

and Carl's 3D stars which we hope he will teach us how to make.  We are so glad you both have joined our church family 

at Cross of Christ. 

 

Kathy Branson 

     Kathy is a native Texan, but has been in the Chattanooga area since 1973.  She was raised in a Lutheran home and at-

tended a Lutheran elementary school.  Kathy is a widow and the proud mom of Kayce and Austin.  Kayce lives in the area, 

is married to Jed Stansell, and is a first year resident in internal medicine at Erlanger.  Austin graduated from Covenant 

College and is teaching at the International Christian School of Budapest, Hungary.  Music, soccer, and youth worship 

ministry are his passions.  Kathy is a nurse with  Anesthesiologists Associated.  She enjoys her dogs, yard work, cooking 

and hiking.  She said she feels blessed and is very excited to be back at Cross of Christ. We're very happy you're back, too. 

Looking to serve??   
The Board of Directors is looking for  volunteers  to serve on the Nominating Committee for this yearõs May  

elections to the Board.   

Positions due for election this year are: 

                                Vice President 

                                ChairmanñBoard of Education 

                                ChairmanñBoard of Elders 

                                Chairmanñ Board of Evangelism 

                                Chairmanñ Board of Stewardship 

                                Chairmanñ Board of Trustees 

 

Please contact Dean Grosskreutz or Connie Hamilton if you are interested in serving. 
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Can you walk on water?  
  
      Our time has come to accept a boat load of faith and dare to walk on water as Pastor Tie-
men said back in September.  If we look honestly into our hearts, I don't think any one of us be-
lieves we can go down to the Tennessee River and walk across the water.  Is it because our 
past experience tells us that we will sink?  Is our lack of confidence because we have never 
done it before, therefore, we accept the premiss that it can't be done?  Saint Peter had no ex-
perience in walking on water either, yet, he truly did it.  But, you say Peter had Jesus right there 
with him.  Therefore, Peter had an advantage that we do not have.  Does that mean  that Christ 
has abandoned you?  Or has your faith walked away from Jesus?  Scripture tells us that the 
Lord is faithful to his servant and will be with us always, even unto the ends of the earth.  Trust 
in the Lord, my friends, and He will provide all of our needs.   
 
       On Sunday, February 8, COC held a votersô meeting which was well attended with 
75  people signing the registration form.  A great deal of discussion was heard over the pro-
posed revitalization program prescriptions our five ad hoc committees had prepared.  The 
goals and ideas were very similar to that of the original revitalization program presented in Sep-
tember with the notable exception of pastor as accountable leader in this model.  Pastor was 
not comfortable in that position; therefore, we have replaced the pastor as the accountable 
leader with a leadership panel lead by the congregational president.  The proposal passed 66 
for the plan and 9 opposed by secret ballot. 
 
       The next item on the agenda was the question of continuing with the Vicarage program as 
we have done for the past 5 and a half years or do we request an associate pastor to provide 
continuity for the youth and leadership in the contemporary service.  Calling an associate pas-
tor also passed by secret ballot 61 to 7.  The Board of Elders had already been working on the 
call letter to the Synod Placement Committee to request a young man with very specific skill 
sets.  The request for a seminarian or a vicar had to be into St Louis by the end of Febru-
ary.  On Thursday, February 19, a number of the Elders and Board of Directors held a tele-
phone interview with three seminarians.  All three were great interviews and any one of them 
would be great as an associate pastor.  Thank you for all of your support in passing this monu-
mental change in direction for our church.  We will all need to work together to make this new 
venture a real success for Christ.   
 
      I will close with words from St. Paul found in 2 Corinthians 9:6-8, Remember this: ñWhoever 
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap gener-
ously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. ñ  
Friends and fellow believers in Christ, let us step out of the boat and put God's promises to the 
test.   
Sincerely yours, Dean Grosskreutz, Chairman, Cross of Christ  
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YOUTH NEWS 

-March 18th -  
It's Spring Break for the kids, so we are giving back. All teens will be volunteering their 

mornings to help the congregation. Please see April to ask for work to be done on your 

houses. It can be as easy as washing windows or lawn work or anything in between. We 

will provide the labor to show our appreciation for all you do for us throughout the year. 

Register by March 11th. Email April at april@cocluth.com or call at 423-667-8515.  

 ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 -March 28th - 
  

The Youth will be hosting their Annual Dinner and Show.  
 

Want to retire? Need a place to forget all your worries?  
Come live at Shady Acres ,  

where the Bengay flows like wine and the food is served right at 4 p.m. 
Don't miss out.  

This move-in special won't last long!   
 

Dinner and show begin at 6:30p.m.  
$12.50 for adults and $7.50 for kids.  

 
See April or any teen to buy tickets.  

The Events Committee will be starting a small group Bible study program that will consist of 

about 20 groups, each with a maximum of 8 people.  The groups will be arranged by locale (Chattanooga 

area zip codes) and will cover 1 of 5 topics.   

 

We will need volunteer leaders so please, if anyone is interested, contact Chip Zehnder  

(at scubacamper@hotmail.com or 423-645-0991) as soon as possible as there will be a 

 

 leader's training session on Saturday, March 21, 2009 .  Time will be determined at a later point. 

mailto:april@cocluth.com

