
 

   

CROSSTIES February 2009 

 

 

 
 

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO! 
 

 If you were a visitor from another planet or star on observing Earth, you would obvi-
ously see a number of very interesting and intriguing things.  One of the peculiarities you 
would notice about Christians in particular is how we tend to gather in certain places at certain 
times.  If you were able to observe this group over a considerable period of time, it would be-
come apparent that many Christians come together even more frequently during a six-week 
interval at the end of the winter, and so you might wonder about that.  In fact, you might ask 
one of these Christians about this custom. 
 
 As followers of Jesus, as you and I are, what would be the response to this question?  
On February 25 this year we will begin the Lenten Season with an Ash Wednesday Communion 
Service.  So why do we gather this particular Wednesday night and the next five that follow? . .  
 WORSHIP:  We assemble to praise our Heavenly Father for the love that caused Him to 
send His Son into our world to die for us.  Then part of our worship involves . . . 
 SACRIFICEΥ  ²Ŝ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ōŜπ
ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇπ
ǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΣ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ άǎǘǊŜǘŎƘέ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ς giving beyond our usual measure ς we discover 
that we experience . . . 
 GROWTH IN GRACEΥ  LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
more we push ourselves, the stronger we become.  Repentance, praise, service, study, and 
outreach ς ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƪέ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ 
build us up in the faith.  As we do this together, we find ourselves warmed by . . . 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP:  As we view the Body of Christ which we call the Church 
growing in faith, hear the enthusiastic praise of our brothers and sisters, feel their hurts and 
share their joys, and respond to God calling each of us by name, we are all encouraged and 
uplifted.  We then become even closer as a loving family of faith. 

 
Come join us starting February 25 at 7:00 p.m. and help make this the most blessed 

Lenten Season ever!                                                                            Pastor Hildebrandt 

Our Vision Statement 

We see ourselves as a loving, joy-filled family of believers gathered in celebration and praise 

around our Lord Jesus Christ.  As Bible-based Christians, we seek to share Godõs word of  

salvation and to live daily in His healing, hope and guidance.  We are committed to reaching 

out to the whole community, as we embrace and nurture new brothers and sisters with our 

Saviorõs own forgiveness and love. 
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Vicarôs Venue  
 
ñOn The Edgeò 
 
Iôm not sure if it is a weakness or strength, but one thing I find myself constantly doing is reading 
(or listening to) the news. Staying up on everything from politics, to technology has become a 
rather time-consuming hobby of mine ï and judging by the number of news outlets available, Iôm 
not the only one. 
 
The latest and greatest is something that the people of this world have come to depend on. 
Whether itôs the newest computers, the newest phones, the newest lifestyle choices, the newest 
articles or the newest movies - we are consumers; if not of the new products themselves, then the 
information designating them so.  As people ï we like to live óon the edge.ô 
 
Living on the edge isnôt easy ï but itôs necessary. In my short time on this earth ï I have seen the 
church struggle to stay óon the edgeô of the new-and-upcoming. Some church bodies believe that 
this óedge-nessô is ópop cultureô and therefore has no place in the church ï and others sacrifice 
everything to be on that edge (including their doctrine.) I feel tremendously blessed to be in a fam-
ily of Christ-followers that believes that ministry must be relevant but not at the expense of our fast 
hold on scripture. 
 
This past weekend, I had the privilege of leading the first session of a series on Christ in Film ï a 
small attempt to place our little church on the edge of the eraôs cinematographic scene ï and per-
haps enable folks to see Christ not only in film ï but also in the world around them (while having 
fun doing it.) I was óblown awayô at the response to the first session ï and it seems that this study 
may be a helpful one. 
 
As Christians we are often so scared of being óof the worldô that we seldom see whatôs happing 
around us óin the world.ô When Jesus spoke and taught, he made it relevant by using real-world 
situations and examples. We must do the same. The importance and urgency of the message we 
carry demands it. (But careful! Being on the edge necessitates not falling off!) 
 
 
George Carstensen 

Micah 6:8 | ><>                            



 

3  

VOTERSô MEETING 
 

February 8, 2009 
12:30 P.M. 

 
In the Parish Fellowship Hall 

 
Topics to be discussed include: 

1. Associate pastor or continue the Vicarage Program 
2.  Progress of the Revitalization Committees and whether to continue 

       Other business  

Your input is needed 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Jacquie Storm, Logan and Donte' (Edgeman) 

     Jacquie Storm moved to the Chattanooga area from Michigan about 15 years ago.  She comes from a Lu-

theran background and comes to Cross of Christ with her mother, Pattie Storm.  Jacquie has two sons, Logan 

is 11 and Donte' is 9.  They both attend Frazier Elementary.  Jacquie says she operates a mini zoo since their 

pets include a dog, 2 cats, 2 lizzards and a fish tank.  Jacquie works at VLB Plasma as a Phebotomist and 

enjoys reading, hiking and camping.  She and her family usually attend the late service so find them and in-

troduce yourself.  Welcome to our church family. 

  

Don and Donna Murray 

     The Murrays are originally from Michigan and retired in Florida where life brought about big 

changes.  They were in a truck/auto accident which left Don seriouly injured and in the hospital for over a 

year.  They moved to the Chattanooga area to be close to their son, our very own David Murray.  Don strug-

gles, but continues to improve.  The Murrays have been married over 50 years and come to us from a strong 

Lutheran background.  Before retirement, Don was in management with Michigan Bell (Ameritech) and 

Donna was an upper elementary teacher.  They have a daughter in DC and a son in Michigan and of course 

David and family here.  Donna was very active in tennis and bridge before their move here.  They enjoy Pas-

tor's Tuesday Bible class and we're working on them joining the quilting group.  Welcome to Cross of 

Christ. 

  

Rich and Sally Jaske 

     Rich and Sally recently moved to the Chattanooga area from Pigeon Forge where they worked in the 

Comedy Barn Theatre.  Sally worked in bookkeeping and Rich was a buyer.  Sally is from Toledo, Ohio, 

and grew up in the Lutheran  church, and has a daughter and grandson living in Toledo.  They are about to 

celebrate their 1st wedding anniversary, Congratulations!!!  Sally is now working as a bookkeeper for two 

hotels in the Ooltewah area and Rich is retired but previously drove a tour bus and owned and operated a 

campground in Pigeon Forge.  They enjoy square dancing in their spare time.  Welcome to Cross of Christ, 

Rich and Sally! 
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From the Board of Directors 

We know the days are getting longer and soon the groundhog will tell us if we are going  to have six 
more weeks of winter or not.  Regardless of the outcome of Puxnsutawny Phil's shadow or no shadow 
sighting, we know that the seasons will progress and that time marches on.  At Cross of Christ we are 
aware that time is passing by in a hurray and decisions will have to be made soon as to how our 
church is going to progress.  For the past two months the five Revitalization Committees (Structure, 
Facilities, Staffing, Communication, and Small Group Events) have met and created recommendations 
for the congregation to get behind and implement in order to better reach out and touch the lost souls 
in our community.  This information will be presented to the Votersô Assembly on February 8, 2009 at 
12:30 PM following the second service that day.  Pack a sack lunch if you would like and come hear 
what the committees have developed.   

We will also be discussing the future of the Vicarage program at COC verses a call to a graduating 
seminarian to be our associate pastor.  There is a deadline of February 28th for the seminary in St. 
Louis concerning the Vicar program, so we really need to make a decision in order for us to get the 
proper documents prepared and returned by the cut off date.  We would like to make a decision yes or 
no on both of these issues on this day and we need your input.  Please pray every day that our church 
would make the right decisions to bring glory to God and souls to heaven.  Please plan to be a part of 
the solution and attend the meeting so that Cross of Christ can continue to serve the Lord with your 
help. 

Yours Truly, 

Dean Grosskreutz 

Ready to serve Christ and His kingdom?  

 
How far are you willing to go to follow Him? Cross of Christ is headed to BOLIVIA ! If you love 

holding and showing Christ's love to orphans, or building additional property for the orphanages, 

or evangelizing in the poorest slums in the world, or handing out food to the hungry, this trip is for 

you. More information will follow during the morning announcements on Sunday mornings.  

 

Trip dates and costs will be announced soon. If you are interested or have questions, please talk 

to April Ebbinger at (423) 667-8515 or aprilme12@aol.com.  

mailto:aprilme12@aol.com
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