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Our Vision Statement 

We see ourselves as a loving, joy-filled 

family of believers gathered in 

celebration and praise around our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  As Bible-based 

Christians, we seek to share God’s 

word of salvation and to live daily in His 

healing, hope and guidance.  We are 

committed to reaching out to the whole 

community, as we embrace and nurture 

new brothers and sisters with our 

Savior’s own forgiveness and love. 
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To be… To think… To thank! 

Pastor Barry Hildebrandt 

During this month we will again have the privilege of celebrating Thanksgiving Day – 
as a nation on November 26 and as a congregation on November 25 at 7:00 p.m.  
This observance, as you know, commemorates the harvest gathered by the 
Plymouth Colony in 1621 and in so doing takes us back to some of our earliest 
roots.  That original event is older than our Constitution, older than the Declaration 
of Independence. 
 
Thanksgiving Day is unique among our nation’s holidays in that it has retained much 
of its original character and remained relatively unsullied by the commercialism of 
our day.  It’s still known as a time to give thanks and hasn’t yet succumbed to a 
name-change like ―Turkey Day‖ or ―Harvest Festival.‖  Except for the television 
networks, I guess, and the growers of turkeys, pumpkins and cranberries, few 
outside of the United States have profited directly from the holiday.  It still belongs to 
the people of America:  to the local community and to the family as people come 
home and gather together to celebrate the blessings of the Almighty for yet another 
year of His bounty. 
 
Someone once defined America’s Thanksgiving Day as ―our annual time for saying 
grace at the table of goodness.‖  But more than anything, it seems to me, 
thanksgiving is to be an attitude (an ―attitude of gratitude‖) for us Christians, rather 
than a once-a-year observance.  Do you know that ―thank‖ and ―think‖ both come 
from the same Old English root word.  Maybe there’s a lesson there. . .we only 
know need to think a little bit in order to have a reason to thank God for His 
goodness.  Thinking is something we do every single day without exception; should 
our thanking be done any less often?  Maybe reading this poem out-loud will inspire 
us to change our negligent ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROSS of CHRIST 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Every Day is Thanksgiving 
 

 Not just today, but every day 
Should be Thanksgiving Day 

Time should be spent in retrospect; 
There should be time to pray 

And thank the Lord for blessings 
sweet. 

For His great loving care 
That overshadows every day; 

And in that little prayer 
You should include your thankfulness 

For kin and friends so true, 
For this great land in which we dwell, 

 

For skies so clear and blue, 
For little birds bursting with song, 

For babies sweet and small. 
For blessings such as these, we 

should 
Be thankful for them all. 

Thanksgiving Day comes once a 
year, 

And this is why I say 
Not just today, but every day 
Should be Thanksgiving Day! 

 



From the Vicar 

Vicar Jake Allstaedt 

It’s only a matter of time before the ―big questions‖ come up. Everyone asks them sooner or 

later. As soon as you start digging into Scripture and reflecting on what God is saying, the 

―big questions‖ aren’t far behind. I want to discuss one of these big questions because its 

one of those questions that will come up on a regular basis. It also follows the same train of 

thought from my previous article—last time the ―big question‖ was ―Why did this happen to 

me?‖ This time, the question is much deeper and pushes theology to its limits (sounds fun, 

doesn’t it?) 

 

The best way to set up the question is with a scenario (any similarities to actual people or 

events are purely coincidence). Let’s say there are two guys who are attending the same 

college and happen to be roommates. We’ll call them John and Sam. Now John and Sam 

are not Christians—they have heard of Jesus but have never had the Gospel message 

proclaimed to them. One night they are attending a meeting for the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes organization and they hear the Gospel proclamation—that Jesus died for them and 

that their sins are forgiven because of His death and resurrection. John goes back to the 

dorm room and thinks, ―Yeah right, forget it!‖ Sam goes back to the dorm room and the 

Holy Spirit works faith in him. Sam begins to realize that what he heard might be true after 

all and begins to cling to that message. That night a freak accident happens and both John 

and Sam lose their life. Sam’s soul goes to be with Jesus as he awaits the Last Day when 

Jesus will return and restore Sam in body, mind and spirit to be with Him forever. John 

does not go to be with Jesus.  

 

Do you see the question forming? Why was Sam saved and not John? Doesn’t God want 

all men to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth? They both heard the same 

Gospel message and yet two very different things happened! This is the question that 

pushes theology to its limits: ―Cur alii prae aliis‖ (Why some and not others)? Maybe this 

question is on your mind or maybe it causes you to doubt whether or not you really are 

saved. There are two ―logical‖ answers to this question, but neither one suffices and is 

wrong. This overwhelming question is not meant to lead us to despair, but to comfort. 

  

The first ―answer‖ is that God is responsible for it all—He decides who will be with Him and 

who goes to hell. We call this ―double predestination.‖ If this is the explanation, than God 

created some men just to be eternally damned. Not true. Check out Ezekiel 18:23 or 1 

Timothy 2:4. God doesn’t want anyone to be cast from his presence. The other ―answer‖ is 

that we are responsible for it all—our salvation depends on our decision to accept or reject. 

If this is the explanation, we are left with the extremely uncomforting thought that our 

eternal salvation could go either way—and it is all dependent upon whether we make a 

good choice and life a ―good life‖ or not. Not true either. Check out Ephesians 1:5,11 or 

Romans 8:28-30. God, before the creation of the world, knew each of us and predestined 

us to be with Him forever.  

 

What we are left with is a beautiful, unanswerable paradox (and this is one of the best parts 

of Lutheran theology in my opinion; it leaves us in beautiful paradoxes that are faithful both 

to the sovereignty of God and our responsibility). Our salvation is all God’s work through 

Jesus—we are saved by grace alone. Grace is a gift to be received or rejected by each 

person, but if we reject it, God punishes the person, which means that we are fully 

responsible for our actions. Yikes! Where’s that comfort Vicar Jake? My point in telling you 

all this is not to bring despair or even to simply inform you. My point is to show you that we 

have a God that, before creating the world, knew you by name. We have a God that chose 

you personally to live with Him in paradise forever. Simply ask yourself, ―Am I baptized?‖ 

and leave the questions at that. Anytime you start to question whether or not God has 

claimed you, remember your baptism. God claimed you in a very personal way and nothing 

can separate you from His love. 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

1  Dorothy Gilbert 

3  Andrene Reisenbuechler 

    Elsie Schmidt 

5  Wanda Hall 

    Scott Reed 

6  Jeremy Clifton 

    Madeline MacLean 

    Judy Zehnder 

7 Dixie Pickett 

8 Nancy Ashby 

10 Christopher Eby 

 Richard French 

 James Holloway 

 Brandon Land 

 Susan Manthey 

11 April Ebbinger 

12 Lindsay Reel 

14 Meredith MacLean 

 Donald Murray 

16 Ann Fiddler 

 Lisa Kiner 

17 Chad Grosskreutz 

18 Victoria Ashby 

19 John Boyles 

24 Randy Crowder 

 David Murray 

25 Nancy Allen 

26 Mark Kerr 

 Wayne Medearis 

27 Talbot Shirk 

28 Scott Jensen 

 Sue Willard 

29 Michael Stephens 

30 Karla Kuykendall 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

12 Jim & Penni Walpert 

15 James & Kathleen Holloway 

 John & Joan Musser 

19 John & Elizabeth Savor 

22 Jack & Kim Price 

23 Dennis & Karen Savor 

27 Jeremy & Rachel Clifton 

28 Kenneth & Gail Winterbauer 
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Living as Fruitful Stewards 

Rooted and Growing in Christ 

Carmen Autry 

Thank you for your participation in our Commitment Sunday on October 11!  

At this writing, we have received 45 commitments to the General Fund 

totaling $164,878 and 40 personal commitment sheets.  If you were unable 

to join us, it’s not too late to turn in your commitments.  There are extra 

cards and sheets in the Narthex at the back of the church.  Fill them out and 

put them in the Stewardship mailbox.  We would like to get all of these back 

as soon as possible. 

  

A BIG THANK YOU for your wonderful support of our food drive to benefit 

the Chattanooga Area Food Bank.  We filled 2 ½ large barrels with your 

very generous donations. 

  

Jesus told His disciples, ―I am the vine, you are the branches…‖ (John 

15:5).  Jesus, the vine, will never cease giving guidance, nourishment, and 

grace to His people, the branches.  Our responsibility is to abide in the Lord 

and let him abide in us.  If we depend on ourselves, we will be fruitless.  

When we stay connected to the Christ of the cross and empty tomb, we will 

bear much fruit. 

 

 

Thrivent News 

Bob Timm (423)624-2588 

Thrivent members be aware that some of the fraternal programs of Thrivent 
will be changing this coming year.   For one, the Giving Plus program is 
going away.   So make sure you take advantage of it still being with us for 
the remainder of this year and give generously to the charity of your choice 
and get your donation matched (50 cents on the dollar). 
 
   Another program going away is the Care in Congregation Funding.   We 
have, for the last several years, taken advantage of those dollars at Cross of 
Christ.  We will miss that financial help but must look at other ways the local 
chapter can help us. 
 
   The new program, still under development, is called Thrivent Choice.   
Keep your eyes and mind open to see how this program will work.   With the 
economy as it has been Thrivent has needed to tighten up the belts, so as 
to keep the organization strong and competitive.  We need and look forward 
to more member involvement so please take your membership seriously 
and determine how you can best be an involved member doing your best for 
yourself and your community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember! 
Please plan to join us for these 

special services at Christmastime: 

 

Evening of December 20: Children’s 

Christmas Program 

 

December 24, 7:00 p.m.: German 

Service  

 

December 24, 10:30 p.m.: 

Candlelight Communion Service 

(immediately following German 

Service) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“THIS IS TO MY FATHER’S GLORY, 

THAT YOU BEAR MUCH FRUIT…” 

JOHN 15:8 

 

A Note of Thanks 
 

WOW!  

 

How awesome it was to have such a 

wonderful response to the sale of our 

quilts on LWML Sunday. With the 

help from Thrivent and the sale of 

fourteen quilts we will be able to 

continue this mission for our Lord. 

 

Thank you to Thrivent and to 

everyone who purchased one or 

more quilts. 

 

God Bless You All, 

The Quilters  
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If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the Crossties format or content, feel free to contact: 

Christina Sedrick (423)316-2220, newsletter@cocluth.com 



 

 

 

 

Those Who Serve 

Date 1 8 15 22 29 

Greeters 

8:30 

Richard & 

Lanette 

Bagley 

Paul & 

Barbara 

Wyatt 

Richard 

& Nancy 

MacLean 

Dave 

Murray 

Tom & 

Sue 

Manthey 

Readers 

8:30 

Nancy Allen Sherry 

Reed 

Bob & 

Eunice 

Timm 

Carmen 

Autry 

Jeremy 

& Rachel 

Clifton 

Acolytes Jordan & 

Haley 

Halabrin 

Blake & 

Bradley 

Burris 

Sarah & 

Jacob 

Clemmons 

Sarah 

Clemmons 

& Elora 

Hunt                  

Jordan & 

Haley 

Halabrin 

Ushers Dick Allen, Thomas Clemmons, Heath Autry,  

Jeff Anderson 

Greeters 

11:00 

 

Ray & Pat 

Veldman 

Jamie & 

Kathy 

Holloway 

Jim & 

Sandi 

Reisen-

buchler 

Scott & 

Allison 

Brewster 

 

Readers 

11:00 

Dean 

Grosskreutz 

Dave & 

Cara 

Welsh 

Ken 

Maury 

Jim 

Walpart 

Vicar 

Jake 
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